Breathing movements in the human fetus.
Simultaneous observations of the movements of opposite sides of the human fetal trunk were made by an ultrasonic device. Rhythmical excursions that were in time but out of phase were recorded from the lateral chest walls. These movements are considered to be the result of changes in the shape of the chest and are consistent with breathing movements. Large excursions of the antior abdominal wall compared to the chest movements suggest that the diaphragm shares in the breathing movement.